U.S. Cattlemen Set Policy Initiatives

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS — With international beef trade issues in the spotlight, cattle producers from across the country set a plethora of additional policy priorities and initiatives at the Cattle Industry Annual Convention and Trade Show in San Antonio, Feb 2-5, 2005. Members of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) brought policy renewals, resolutions, amendments and directives to the table. Following is a brief summary of some of the top initiatives passed and renewed.

Policy defined

Agriculture policy. NCBA members amended and renewed policy regarding firearms regulations, federal mandate compensation, ag research funding and labor policies. New policy was recommended that NCBA encourage the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to utilize Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funds for herbicide application as a practice for the improvement of eligible rangeland.

Beef safety. Producers amended/renewed policies on E. coli research, imported meat inspection equivalency issues, the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) National Residue Monitoring Program and the domestic meat inspection system. 

Cattle health. Members passed renewed/amended policy on invasive animal pests permits, diseases and the inter-American highway, pesticides, federal funding priorities, stolen cattle, veterinarian training/collaboration, Plum Island Animal Disease Center funding, Greater Yellowstone brucellosis and tuberculosis regionalization, cryptosporidiosis, and the authority of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). A new resolution calls for legislation requesting confidentiality of producer information associated with a national animal identification (ID) system. NCBA staff was directed to support efforts to eradicate the Tropical Bont Tick from the Caribbean. 

Federal lands. Producers passed/amended policy regarding grazing permits, local compliance with Executive Order #12630, jurisdiction of the National Grasslands and rehabilitation of sagebrush habitat. 

International markets. The International Markets Committee featured an 11-point directive regarding Canadian trade. In addition, producers passed or renewed policy regarding country-of-origin labeling; time restrictions on feeder cattle sent north; World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations; the exportation of live cattle, semen and embryos; and the European Union (EU) hormone ban dispute. Numerous directives were passed that: 

• support compensation paid by the EU regarding the WTO hormone case to the U.S. beef industry;

• support procedures regarding enhanced information request procedures, including birth certification, source verification and process verification, designed to increase the demand for U.S. beef as long as they are voluntary, market-driven processes and are not in conflict with current trade policy or domestic regulatory requirements; 

• encourage the Bush Administration to continue its diligent negotiations with BSE minimum-risk countries and to organize a multilateral negotiation of countries to include government officials of Japan, Canada, Mexico and South Korea for the purposes of harmonizing trade standards at the earliest date possible; and

• work to defeat efforts to label beef and beef products as “North American Beef” or any similar language that has the intent of grouping other countries’ beef with that from the United States.

Cattle marketing. NCBA renewed policy stating its opposition to federal legislation that would eliminate packer ownership/control of livestock. Also renewed was policy opposing user fees for packers and stockyard administration activities and services. 

Nutrition and health policy. Policy was renewed/amended regarding government beef purchases, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) food consumption and nutrient intake data collection, use of the USDA national nutrient database for standard reference, imitation and substitute products, and the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2005. 

Property rights/environmental management. Policy was amended/renewed regarding livestock production and resource stewardship, natural resource inventories, USDA reorganization, relicensing of hydroelectric projects, invasive species, venue legislation, wetlands management, property rights protection legislation, indirect acquisition of land, information disclosure, military aviation training missions, the Convention on Biological Diversity, animal damage control, wolf recovery delisting, and dam breaching/ecology and land planning. NCBA staff was directed to work with the government to amend provisions in the Endangered Species Act (ESA) regarding frivolous lawsuits.

New policies were passed calling for:

• support of a fully funded Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program;

• support of legislation to “fast track” permits and give the NRCS, or others as appropriate, the authority to issue Black Vulture nuisance permits;

• support for an increase in Conservation Security Program (CSP) funding; 

• increased prioritization of funding in the EQIP and the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program over increased funding in the CSP;

• support of continued funding from federal agencies that will allow the National Center to continue in its valuable role of national scientific leadership and coordination; 

• credible cost/benefit assessment to compare the cost of strict enforcement of environment laws or regulations against the actual value of environmental improvements;

• support of initiatives to increase annual national technical assistance funding to the USDA NRCS;

• custom operators to be permitted to participate in EQIP, and opposition to unreasonable penalties associated with cancellation of an EQIP contract; and

• the elimination of as many requirements for participation in all Farm Bill programs as is possible.

Tax and credit. Producers renewed/amended policy directives regarding amendments to U.S. Social Security laws, tax shelters and deferrals, limitations on special-use valuation for federal estate valuation purposes, abolition of the Alternative Minimum Tax, unemployment taxes, withholding of Social Security taxes and federal income taxes for employees, alternative minimum tax and income averaging, corporate structure for agriculture, deductible business expenses, conservation tax credit, double taxation, the federal budget, government subsidies, and the farm credit system. New policy was passed to work toward establishment of a tax credit for all industry segments participating in the National Animal Identification System (NAIS).

A mail ballot was to be distributed to all NCBA members Feb. 17, asking members to approve or reject all policy decisions passed at the convention. For the ballot to be valid, there must be a 20% return from four of NCBA’s seven regions. For full documentation on all policy, visit www.beefusa.org/documents/2005Resolutions.pdf, or http://hill.beef.org.

Editor’s Note: This release is adapted from a news release distributed by the _(organization)_. For the original release, click the “News & Resources” link at www.usabeef.org.
